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THE 


Stroke of Divine Soveraignty. 


” i Sh + . * y 


x EZ Ek. xxiv. 16— 


_ of Man, behold, I take away from thee the De- 
-—  fireof thine ec with a Strole. 


| N the latter Part of this Chapter the Prophet is laying: 
| open the Calamity of the Jews in a Type, or Sion: 
I whereby he is commanded of the Lord not io mourn for 
1 the Death of his Wife; Yerſes 15, 16. Alſo the word of 
the Lord came unto me, ſaying, Son of Man, behold I take 
away, &c. | ng 
We have Three Things at Hand, 
t. A Prediction in the Text, Yer}. 16. Son of Man, behold, 
Tt take ama ou thee the Deſire of thine Eyes with a ſtroke. 
A heavy Meſſage to the Prophet's b than 
tze Burden of the Lord to Fleſh and Blood. 
2. The Event of it in the Coherence, Verſ. 18. So I Jpake 
'. wnto the People in the Morning, and at Even my. Wife died; 
and I did in the Morning * was commanded. So I ſpake.} 
| 9.4. J knew by the Poſitive certainty of the Prediction my 1 
| ife was as good as dead in the Morning, and yet the Com- | 
mand of my Great Maſter in Heaven being as poſitively fix- 
cc, that Iſhould not give way to the Ceremony or Cuſtom of 
_  Mourners, which muſt have unfited me for my o_ _ 
= 


Jer. 23. 33 


* 


va 


The Stroke of Divine Soveraignty. "mr 
thereby have lain aſide the Work of my Publick Place, as 1 
ſtood by * own Commiſſion) in an open Relation to the 
T2 People : I minded therefore what had been given me in a 
4 ſpecial Commandment of the Lord I ſerve; and accordingly, 
1 in the Morning ſo I ſpake. I readily appear d in Publick, I | 
Il fell to the Duty of my Office ; I enter'd not into my Cham- | 
ber to weep, I refuſed not to be ſeen of Men; I gave not | 
'| way to Crying and Tears at the parting with my Dear Com- 

fanion, nor took up my Thoughts about her Death and Fu- | 
neral, to intermit the Service of a Prophet ; I had learnt 
another Leſſon of the Lord: So I ve unto the People in 
the Morning, and at Even my 11K died. Tis as if he had 
ſaid, I muſt tell the People in a Fore-noon Sermon, how God | _ 
would begin and deal with me, and how ſharply he would 
repeat it to my Loſs by the ſtroke of Death that Eventing ; | 
and therein give Scope to further Executions, what Them- | 
ſelves muſt expe& he would go on with, and deal in next- by 
| Them. Which brings in 1 
| 3. The Symbol and Signification of it, in the Explication {| 
| and Application of the whole; To the Temple, whoſe fair 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Structure they doted on ſeparately from it's Myſtical Relation ʒ. 
and to their own Sons and Dayphters in 2 — who Were 
[| as truly the Deſire of their Eyes, as the Wife of Ezekiel was 
| the Deſire of His; and that in verſes 21, 25. Speak unto the 
| - Houſe of 4 and let a bigger F 7 take the Warning by 
a leſs; ) has ſaith the Lord God 5 Be old, I will profane 15 
Sanctuary. 1 will bring that upon it which my Law forbids 


| to be now uſed, or approach unto it: Ile bring in the Profane | ; 

Gentiles, Strangers whom my Law have barr d in all Times EY 
of Purity in worſhip, from touching or medling with any of 

the Hallowed Things in or near it: Yet now to puniſh your ; 

profaning it one way, Te go and profane it by giving it up We 

into their Hands, and let them do what they will with it u 


(under my own Permiſſion of the Fact] the other way; 1 | | 
will profane my Sanctuary, the Excellency of F er Strength, the 
Dejre of your Eyes, and that which your Soul pitieth; ast 1. 
r | „ vu 
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our Sons and your Daughters whom ye have left ſhall fall 

the Sword. al thou, 15 of Man, 2 it de 4 bo 
when I take from them their Strength, the Foy of thair Glory, 
the Defire of their Eyes, and that whereupon they ſet their 
Minds, their Sons and their Danghters 2 Thus, here is a plain 
Application of all to the Puniſhment of the People, takiag 
away the Deſire of their Eyes, in beginning with their 
Paſtor, or taking away the Deſire of His. 

I ſhall ſpeak ſhort of the Bounds of all theſe things, and 
confine more narrowly to the Occaſion preſented, 

Three things lie in the words, | 

1. The Natural CharaFer of the Prophet's Wife; The 
Deſire of his Eyes. 

2. God's Dommion exerted, in cutting off the Right and 
Relation which the Prophet, her Husband, had unto her. 
Behold, I take away from thee. | 

3. The ſeverity of Execution; with 4 Stroke. 
In all it appears to have been God's ſoveraign interpoſure, 
whatever might be the ſubordinate Means, or Inſtruments 
uſed in, or towards the Diſſolution of Ezekiel's Wife. 


Doct. The Lord will take away the moſt dear Relations with 
Bis Stroke, whether Wives, Sons, or Daughters, tho never 
ſo much the Deſire of the Eyes, whenever he ſees 1t meet. 


In the handling this, becauſe I deſign to contract as much as 
poſſible, I will only labour (under the Aſſiſtances of the 


' Holy Ghoſt) 


1. To juſtify God's proceedings with us, and therewith 
inſtruct e in the Duty of Reſignation and Submiſſion ;p 


unto Him. And then 


2. To make ſome Uſes of the Point. Laſtly, or II. 
3. Io give ſome Aecount of the Work of God's Grace upon II. 
the Soul of the Deceaſed. 5s 2 
And of theſe in their Orders 


| B Firſt, 
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The Stroke of Divine Soveraignty. 
Firſt, In juſtifying God's proceedings, and inſtructing our 
felves in our own Duty of humble Submiſſion to him, I ſhall 
lay down ſeveral Propoſicions gradually. 

Prop. 1. God is ſoveraign of his Creatures, and may diſ- 
poſe of their Lives, when, or how he pleaſes. Rom. 11. 36. 
For of him, and through him, and to him are all Things, to | 
whom be glory for ever. Amen, The whole Verſe grounds | 
upon Divine Soveraignty ; and that Soveraignty as radicated | 
in the Infinite Nature of God, fo equally common to all his 
Three Glorious Perſons, or Subſiſtences. For of him.] tor 

(of God in the Glorious Perſon of the Father, as the Foun- 
tain of the Deity, are all things purpoſed in himſelf, alſo 
counſelled, covenanted, and wrought with and by the other 
Two Glorious Perſons, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ;, and fo | 
purpoſed, counſelled, covenanted, and wrought by and among 
them all, as one God in Subſtance: And theretore through - 
him are all Things, coming on, before the World began, to“ 

wards Production, and into Being, lying upon the Hands. 

(as I may ſay Oeomgerg) of all Three, and ſo wrought of 

God by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Spirit, the Breath of 

the Almighty : Theſe Two alſo being of the ſame Lite, Light, 

Nature, and Eſſence with Him the Father, and ſo are through 

God. And again, [to] Him are all things ;, to this One in 

Three they do all belong in the Ends, Contrivances, Frame, 

Beauty, Subſtances and Activities of a Diverſity and Univer- 

{ality of Beings, that repleniſh and make up the entire World 

of his Works, that He, and He alone may have the ſupreme - | 

Praiſe of all, to whom be glory for ever. Amen. Wilt thou 

count it then ſuch a hainous e for this God to take a fair 

Creature out of thy Boſom to his own ? Wilt thou lay it ſo 

to Heart, whilſt the Proprietor hath but done what he will. 

with his own; as if he had robbed the, or dealt unjuſtly, | 
or raiſed up ſome unkind thing againſt thee 2? Shall his Go- 
vernment be affronted thus? And Creatures at his Footſtool | 
quarret with Him that hath prepared: his Throne in Heaven > _ 

F[al. 103. 19. The Lord hath prepared his Throne in the Hea-  \. © 

| vente? 
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The Stroke of Divine Soveraigniy. 
dense He that is immenſe can fill them every one, and ſhew 
the World (who would not believe) the Terror of his Glory 
at the laſt Aſſzes. All Heavens are but one Royal Seat pre- 
pared for Him to fit down as Judge and King upon; and 
there is no room in his Throne for any Potentate befides. 
And his Kingdom ruleth over all. Then he may call off what 
Subjects, or what Creatures he pleaſeth. Fob 9. 12. Behold: 
be taketh away, who can hinder him? Who will. fay unto him, 
' what doeſt thou? He hath made a Breach, ſays fob in my 
| Family, my Children are dead at his Orders; he has broken 
in upon my Subſtance and Cattle in the Fields, and opened 
| the Gap for Chaldeans and Sabeans to come in, and drive 
| away Sheep, Camels, and Aſſes through the Breach: I ſee it 
to be Him beyond all the Inftruments in the World: Behold, 
Hei taketh away, who can hinder him? My Body it ſelf, 
my Fleſh and my Skin feel his Arrows; and yet who will ſay 
| unto him, what doeſt thou? I dare not be ſo bold to open 
my Mouth at him that hath opened his Hand againſt me. . 
Prop. 2. The Lord's Hand notwithſtanding doth naturally 
go to a Man's Heart, when the Lord taketh away the Deſire 
of his Eyes with a Stroke. We may ſee this verified in the 
Caſe of David and his Company ſpoil'd at Ziklag, 1 Sam: 
30. I, 2, 3, 4. And it came to-paſs, when David and his Men 
were come to Ziklag, on the Third Day, that the Amalekites 
Bad invaded the South and Ziklag, and ſmitten Ziklag, and 
\ burnt it with Fire: And had taken the Women Captives thad 
were therein ʒ they ſlew not any, either Great or Small (that 
was a great mitigation of the Stroke I) but carried them away, 
and went on their way. So David and his Men came to the 
City, and behold, it was burnt with. Fire, and their Wives, 
and their Sons, and their Daughters were taken Captives. 
Lol here was the Deſire of their Eyes, their Wives, and their 
Sons, and their Daughters, taken away with a Stroke! It 
was the Lord's ſtroke upon them ſupremely; it was a ſtroke 
inflicted by the Amalekates inſtrumentally and ſubordinately. 
But ſee next how this Stroke of the Lord's Hand naturally 
went 
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went to all their Hearts: Verſ. 4. Then David and the Pevple 
that were with him, lift up their Voice and wept, until they had 
no more power to weep. David himſelf, who might have 
more Grace than all the reſt of them put together (and *tts 
but a little further in the Chapter, that a great many of Da- 
Pau 30. 22. vids Company were called wicked Men, and Men of Belial, 
being covetous Wretches, that would have engroſſed all the 
erl. 23-1 Spoil of the Amalekites unto themſelves, after the Lord had 
4 delivered the Company that came againſt them into their Hand- 
Yet David himſelf) as well as all, or any of thoſe that went 
with David, lift up his Voice with Theirs, and wept at the 
great Stroke among them; it naturally went to all their Hearts 
l alike, Take another Inſtance of a Godly Man, and he ſhall 
\ be the Father of the Faithful; Gen. 23. 2. And Sarah died in 


Kirjath-arba, the ſame is Hebron in the Land of Canaan, and 


Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 
1 Abraham was afflicted at the Loſs of his dear Sarah; and 
b; tho' he was not ſo diſcompoſed but he could Preach a little 
| * 23. 10. over her Hearſe, in the Audience of the Children of Heth (as 
wee find in this Chapter, to bow them to his Requeſt, in pur- 
= chafing with his Money a place of Sepulchres, for the Burial 
fa. s. his Dead out of his ſight, not caring to mix the Bodies of 
His Families with the other Natives, but deſirous to bury 
ſuch together as had worſhipped God in One and the ſame 
way; even as [we] have bought the Ground of this Place 
for like uſes); yet it was a Stroke touch'd him to the Quick, 
and he had Fleſh and Blood felt it. Abraham came to mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep for her. 


„ 


Prop. 3. It requires abundance of Grace to be rais d above | 
Nature, and patiently bear the Stroke of God in this Caſe. 
Paul knew it to be ſo: Rom. 7. 21. I find then a Law, that 


when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. And this he 
found, through the Corruption of his Nature, to be very 
common with him in all his Duties, and the Points of Ser- 


in this Caſe before us; When I would do good, in aſcribing 
| unto 


vice he undertook. And it holds true, after the ſame manner, 


a Pw %. WS _cwd6s # 


SS Kr rad hed i 


| 
4 
7 
| 
4 


—ͤ—ñ—I4 ́̃ ↄ——— Tarn 


— — 


The Stroke of Divine Soveraignt J. 5 


unto God the Glory of all his ſoveraign ways, I find evil 
preſent with me; the fond Inclination of a Creature to ſtand 
more bent for my own Privilege, than bow'd to His Preroga- 


tive. I would bleſs him when he [takes], as well as when Job r. 21: 


he [gives], but Evil is preſent with me, and I can ſcarce ſtoop 
without bitter Groans, and uneaſie Reflections, to [ ſuch] 
taking Diſpenſations: And yet through Grace I have eat my 
own words, and held in more that were elſe as ready as They 
to come out : P/al. 39. 9. I was dumb, I opened not my Mouth, 
22 thou didſt it. I was made to conſider, how I ſhould 
ſinfully turn thy Glory into Shame, and that before the Ene- 
my, if I profeſsd my All to be with Thee, and yet carry 'd it 
upon the loſs of a Creature, as if I had loſt my Treaſures in Matth. 6. 
Heaven, and been ſtript of all I have in Thee. And then 
there is a great deal of Fuſtice in the ſtrokes of God: Lev. 
10. 1, 2, 3. Nadab and Abihu, the Sons of Aaron, — offered 
ſtrange Fire before the Lord: And there went out Fire from the 
Lord and devoured them, and they died 11 the Lord. 
And Aaron held his Peace. The Lord ſhewed Aaron he 
had a Reaſon for it in Juſtice, and Aaron knew then he had 
no Reaſon againſt it by unjuſt complaining z ſo Aaron held 
his Peace: But it requires, I ſay, abundance of Grace to 
be rais'd above our own Diſquietments, and to bridle our 
Lips when we feel the motion of our Luſts. 

Prop. 4. The Lord hath wiſe Ends (when he ſtrikes his 
Children) for touching them in the moſt ſenſible F they 
have: He could juſtify the Motion he made to Abraham, when 
he had given him a Son, and in that Son the Promiſe of a 
Saviour too; go now, without Delay, and offer him up to 
Me: Gen. 22. 2. And he ſaid, take now thy Son, thine only 
Son aac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee into the Land of 
Moriah 3 and offer him there for a Burnt-offering upon one of 
the Mountains which I will tell thee of. The God of Abraham 
had touch'd him in a very tender part. And tho God knew 
what to do, and would make it all Iſſue in outward Satisfacti- 
on to Abraham, before he had — yet he would firſt iT 


. 
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his Servant. And a mighty Trial it was, not only becauſe it 

was his Son, but becauſe he ſaw not God's end. Abraham 

could not fathom, that God would therein immediately ex- 

preſs unto him a lively Type of the precious Son of God to 

be born of that Seed, and then ſlain for the Redemption of 

Abraham and his Heir too, and for all the Ele& of God. Abra- 

ham knew not that God would do that very thing to his own 

in. 8. 32. don, upon the ſame Mountain: Not ſpare him, but * give him up 

. * 7 into wicked Hands for a Sin- offering, to make Reconciliation 

_—_ for Iniquity, and bring in 1 550 Righteouſmeſs. Abraham 

ſaw not God's Scope, but by Faith he ſaw his own Duty; 

and therefore readily took the Lad, tho he was the Defire of 

his Eyes, and went on at God's Word; he put his Soul into 

God's Hands (and truſted God for Meſſiah of this One Seed 

fill) as well as put the Life of his Iſaac there, and queſti- 

- ond not but he ſhould have Salvation ſure, tho' God did 

what he pleas d with his Son; and put the Father to burn 

him on an Altar, and Himſelf too (he believ'd therewith ) 

at the expence of a Miracle, to raiſe him up again from the 

Aſhes of the Sacrifice, from whence alſo he received him in 4 
Figure. n Re: 

Non 5. We ought to ſet the Lord always before us, and 


to be more contented with [Himſelf] as the Deſire of our 


yes, whether our | other] Mercies ſtay, or go. We look 
through falfe Opticks whenever we ſee more Beauty in a Crea- 

ture than we ſee in Him. The Church beheld her Glori- 

ous Bridegroom in a Tranſcendencie of ſweetneſs above the 

{ faireſt Creature : P/al. 45. 2. Thou art fairer than the Chil- 
an f. 26. dren of Men. As the firſt David ſaid of the Love of Jona- 
than, Thy love to me was wonderful, paſſing the love of Vo- 

men. So may the Church ſay of the Second David, her 
Lord and Husband, that his Face ſeen by Faith, but much 
more beheld in Righteouſneſs and Glory, 1s fairer than the 
Beauty and Mien of Women. Song 5. 10. My- Beloved is 
white and Tuddy, the chiefeſft among Ten Thouſand, In his 
Perſon, Natures, Government, and the excellencies of - Be- 
4 wer's 
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The Stroke of Divine Soweraignty. 1'Þ || 
liever's Head and Husband, there's none can match with in 
Him. Pſal. 75. 25. Whom have I in Heaven but thee 8 and 1 
there is none upon Earth that I deſire beſides thee. In whom | 
do I look in Heaven to behold the Face of God but Thee? * 
What Mediator in Heaven, what Interceſſor at the Right Hand | 
of God but Thee? What Head of Cherubims, what Lord of || 
Seraphims among the Heavenly Hoſt can I efpie but Thee? || 
What Happineſs, Beauty, or Praiſes, among the Spirits of Heb. 12 23. 
the Juſt, which they have not receiv'd of Thee? And what 1 
would all the Company of Heaven be to me, if Thou wert not | 
in Heaven too? Alas! it was Eli's Sin to honour. his Sons above 
God, 1 Sam. 2. 29. not directly by aſeribing divine Homage to: 
them, but implicitely, by expoſing God's Honour to contempt 
through his connivence at his Sons, rather than deal roundly | 
with them to their Shame ; whilſt the Sin of thoſe young Men 1 Sam. 2. 17. 
had cauſed a Neglect of the Sacrifices and Worſhip in many 
of the ſtumbling People; he carried it as if he thought the | 
People would not honour his Sons, if he openly reprov'd or | 
reſtrained them: And to continue the Reputation of his Sons 
at this rate, who deſerv'd to be expos d, God takes ill at Eis 1 
Hands, and calls it an honouring of his Sons before Him. | 

Prop. 6. The God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift will 2 Cor.11. 31. 
have every Creature that ſtands in our way to Chriſt, taken 
and laid aſide. Matth. 10, 37. He that loveth Father or Mo- 
ther more than me, is not worthy of ne; and be that loveth 
Son or Daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. And ſo 
it 1s the — Doctrine, He that loveth Him or Her more 
than Chriſt, is not worthy of him: He that lovetn 
Her who lay in his Boſom more than he loveth Chriſt ; to 
repine at God's Stroke, as if Chriſt himſelf did not make it 
up, is not worthy of Him. And tho we know not how to 
put a Value upon Chriſt, the God of Chriſt doth, and will 
ro whatever may break the juſt Eſteem we ought to have. 
Or him. 

Prop. 7. He hath better Conſolations for us in his Son, and 
with his Son, than there was in any dear Relation — 
| t 
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Inviſible God? What is the eldeſt Daughter to the Firſt- bora 
of every Creature? Oh! the Glories of his dear Son! In 
whom we have Redemption thro' his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs 
of Sms ! as Col. 1. 15. compared. And well might the Apo- 

e add, when he has the ſame up to the Epheſians, According 
| to the Riches of his Grace ! Eph. 1.7. Oh! Heights and 
Fph. 3. 18. Depths, and Lengths and Breadths of the Love of God, in 
Chriſt ! What can we want, if we have but Faith to take 
f out all Supplies from Chriſt? Is a dear Relation dead, 
| behold, Chriſt was dead, and is alive to make the Loſs up! 
| Rev. 1. 18. 1 am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am 
| alive for evermore. To live, and not to live for ever had been 
below our Safety and our Satisfaction. But to live as Chriff 
lives is enough to make up the Abſence of deceaſed Friends; 
and tho? we who are left, ſurvive but dying Creatures, and 
follow the Dead apace, yet there's enough in Chriſt to ſatisfy 


lives for evermore, and lives in our Nature fo; why then he 
lives not only to take our Spirits, but embalm our Hodies for 


not only live for evermore, ſays he, in my Perſon, but I live 
with the Key of Power in my Hands for my whole tereſt ; 
and the Members of my Body are ever dear to me. Ple ſure- 
ly open your Graves at my Second Coming, and bring out 


ſolving. The World without us, and Unbelief within us, of 
the All-ſufficiency of Chriſt, are deadly Enemies unto Feſus, 
e 10. 40, and make the Soul cumbred about many things, as Martha ; 
41-and weep, as if we would weep out our Eyes at parting with 
a dead Relation: Yet Chriſt had a kind word to Martha not- 

- withſtanding John 11. 25. Feſus ſaid unto her, I am the 
Reſurrection and the Life; he that believeth in ne, though he 


dies are raiſed and glorified nyſticallj with him already, and 
18 


What is the Image of our departed Clay, to the Image of the 


us while we live, and when we die in Chriſt after them. He 


2 Glorious Reſurrection: The laſt work by Faith will be to 
put our Bodies under Lock and Key in Chriſt's Hands. I do 


thoſe Bodies from the Duſt you put into my Hands at Dif- 


. 
— At 


were dead, yet ſhall he live. We have it all in Him, our Bo- 


— 


—_— 


. 
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| - Church are the Ungracious, and all thoſe who go to Meetings 


rate Meetings; as if every Sinner lay of your fide, and all 
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is the true and only Foundation upon which we ſhall one Day | 

be further perſonally raiſed by him, and glorified to all Intents 

with him; as the Apoſtle argues, Eph. 2. 6. Chriſt hath all; 

Happineſs for Relations, Manſions prepar'd for Us. | 
Prop. 8. and Laſt, The more he makes us ſtoop by the 

power of his Grace, to the Soveraignty and Juſtice of his 

Hand, the more the Stroke (how ſharp ſoever tis) is ſancti- 

fied. James 4. 6, 7. But he giveth more Grace; wherefore 

he ſaith, God reſiſteth the Proud, but giveth Grace unto the 

Humble. Submit your ſelves therefore to God. He that bids 

us ſtoop, makes us ſtoop by an inclining Nature : As when | 

he ſaid to the Man that had 4 withered Hand, ſtretch forth Mark 3. 1 

thy Hand, he heal'd it as he ſpake the words; and then the 


Man obey'd and ſtretch d it out. 


Secondly, The Uſes to be made of this Point follow. And II. 
in theſe a word to all this mxed Company diſtinguiſhed. For 
tho! I ſee ſuch a numerous Crowd met from all Parts of this 2 
populous Place together, I ſee but Two ſorts that I muſt (in 
ſpeaking) divide you all into; the Gracious and the Ungraci- | 
ous kind, I will begin with thoſe that are in moſt Danger, | 
and ſpeak to their Caſe firſt, Therefore 4 

1. To the Ungracious. And by Ungracious I would not 
be underſtood amiſs. I mean not all thoſe who go to the 


are Gracious :. Far be it from me, to reſtrain God's Grace, 
as ſome of you may think I do, to what you call a Conventicle, 
or extend it to equal Dimenſions with all, or any of our ſepa- 


that are come over to Our's are irreproveable Saints. I know 
no ſuch thing as Converfion to Chriſt by Lumps and Parties. 
In ſhort, as by the Gracious, I mean ſuch, and none but ſuch, 
as are born again ; that is, renewed. after God's Image thro' 


1- 
. 


the vertue of Chriſt's Blood, by the Holy Spirit, in Knowledge, Eph. +24 | 
Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs in and from Chriſt, and that 7% Col. 3 
both in Nature and Life: So by the Ungracious I muſt _ 9 
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the contrary, be they of what Party or Church foever, and 
Hearers of me, as well as the Hearers of any other Miniſter, 
To theſe Ungracious, as in God's ſight 5 and oh! that by 
his Spirit I might ſpeak to them, as in their own ſight thus, 
I have Iwo or Three things briefly to ſay. 
ck. 16.14, Uſe 1. Know this, that till God put his Comlineſs upon you, 
tho? you are never fo much the Defire of the Eyes to Parents 
or Husbands, or in the Eſteem of any Creatures, all your 
Beauty 1s deformty in his own Eyes; he defires none of it. 
P/al. 29. 11. When thou with Rebukes doſt correct Man for 
Iniquity (whether by Sickneſs or Death) thou makeff his 
Beauty to conſume away lite a Moth; tis other Beauty that 
muſt come to Heaven ; this will never take with Jeſus Chriſt : 
ek. 36.26. There muſt be a New Heart and a New Life, and a New 
Heart before a New Life; theſe are the Beauties engraven 
| upon Chriſt's Heart; he wears thefe, and will raiſe them up 
; al. 29. 2. to the moſt perfect Beauty of Hotmeſs, to fit next to him in 
3 Heaven; he matters not the whiteneſs of your Skin, nor 
ing Bluſh: For that which is born 


14 


ppl 
N 
: 


your Complexion in a 
3 of the Fleſb is He, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

| Spirit, Joha 3. 6. The Body will be another fort of Beauty 
when taken out of the where all this Beauty dies, and 
ul. 3. 21. transformed or faſpioned hke unto the glorious Body of Chriſt. 
| | Now this I jay, brethren, that Fleſb and Blood cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God. Death will wath off all your Paint, diſorder 
the eurlings of your Hair, and make your fragrant Powders 
ftink. There's nothing of this Jeſus Chriſt values. = 34 
Uſe 2. Remember, when Death ſtrips you, you will be 


rv. 19. 14. providing; even that white Linnen, clean and jme, which is 


in miſpence of precious Time, which is flying off faſter than 


| a. 7.12, you imagine. God is angry 


he take thee away with his ſtroke : then a great Ranſom cannot 
daliwer thee, as he {peaks by El:bu, Job. 36. 18. e 3. 


- 
- 

. 
[ / 


naked for ever, if you be not found in cloathing of Chriſt's. 


Rev. 4. 14. the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, * waſi/d in the Blood of the- 
1 rg} _-— gr of 106 be not taken up with Toys, nor live 


with the Wicked every day; and 
angry at theſe things: And becauſe there is Wrath, beware leſt 


—. — 
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Uſe 3. Be aſſured, that till the Holy Ghoſt works Grace 


in your Hearts, and draws it out into everciſe by your own 
Faculties and Acts, that you can experience Jeſus Chriſt to 
be better to you than all Creatures, ami you are help'd in 
ſome meafure to live upon Him, when ybu find Creatures 
wither and die off your Hands, you will never bow to God: 
For otherwiſe, let your Profeſhon, and Duties, and Church, 
de all what they will, thoſe Hearts of yours will ſecretly and 
predominantly riſe up in the very Face of God (whether you 
take notice of it or no) when he comes but to take away 
with his ſtroke any think that is the Defire of ham Eyes, you 
wont bear it: Rom. 8. 7. Becauſe the Carnal Mind is enmity 
againſt God; for it ts not ſæbiect to the Law of God, neither 


indeed can be. They think they love the Moral Law, and are 
Friends to the Ten Commandments, and yet live in open Re- 


bellion every Day againſt them; and ca'nt be ſubject from 
their Hearts to that 
them from their Carnal Pleaſures, and unlawful Sati 
they ca'nt love God as 
my] Will ſhall Rand, 
rures, your Wiſdom, 


ours]: Ple crofs your 


way I take to fave you. Now 


Saving 


reach a Natural Man, where's the Natural Man in the World 


ean love God in croſſing him? and yet he thinks to be favs: 


by a few Duties, and good Prayers: Aye, but if thou haſt not 
Gods Righteouſneſs upon thee, and God's Spirit in thee, be 
aſſur d he Il not be put off thus. 


2. To the Gracious, or the truly Sanctified. 


Uſe 1. to you. Learn upon the Experience of God's Grace 
to be more weaned from all your pleaſant things; not only 
from Wives, but from every worldly thing elſe, which gets 
in, and ſtays upon the Heart as the Deſire of your Eyes: 
ay, Brethren, the time is 
ſhort, it remameth that both they that have Wives, be as 


1. Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31. But this I 


* * 


of God, which is made to dworce 


Satisfactions.; 
h Jam fure ) when 
== 


all that too which you have ht Grace = _ m the 
ill ſome Effect of that 


though. 
| they had none ; and they that weep, as though they wept =, | 
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and they that rejoice, as tho they rejoiced not; and they that 
buy, as though they poſſeſſed not : And they that uſe this World, 
as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of this World paſſeth away. j 
The more it paſſes out of your Thoughts, and you are help'd 
to live above it, the more conſiſtently it agrees with the paſ- 
{ing of it off your Hands. 

Uſe 2. How weak is your Grace wrought in Habit, if it 
be not found in — at ſuch a trying time. Jonah had 
Grace, but it ſlept in his Soul, and was not in Exerciſe, when » 
he was in that peeviſh Humour for the Gourd, Chap. 4. 8, 9, | 
10. A good Man left but for a time under the power of | 

Nature, will Sin at ſuch a rate, as to fall out with God about | 
the ſhadow of a ſpringing Herb; and much more, if he tale 
away a Wife, a Child, a Houſe, or Land ſrom him. Oh! 
therefore tis not enough to be good, but to ac as Grace hath 
made and diſtinguiſh'd you. 

Uſe 3. Take heed whom you marry; for, if he or ſhe be 
deſtitute of the ſaving Grace of God, how will you ever 
bear it to have the Deſire of your Eyes taken away with a 
Stroke? Eph.'5. 25, 28. Husbands = our Wives, even as 
Chrift alſo loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it + ſo ought 
Men to love their Wives as their own Bodies: he that loveth 
his Wife, loveth himſelf. Aye, muſt Husbands love their 
Wives, as Chriſt hath loved the Church, and as they love 
their own Bodies? Why then their Wives had need to be 
of [Chriſt's] Body, or elſe that love will afterwards prove 
your on Torment, to ſee ſhe is taken from [you], and no 

1 Theſſ.4. 17. grounds to believe ſhe is taken to be for ever happy with the 

Lord |. 1 71 
k 70 and laſt. To encourage you to wait more upon the | 
Lord's Ordinances, to have the Evidences of your own Mar- 

C riage-union to Chriſt more cleared up; inaſmuch as the De- 

| mT fire of Chriſt's Eyes (and true of you, as you are ChriſÞs ) 

| can never. be marr'd by any ſtroke whatever. Iſa. 54, 5, 6. 
| | For thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name. 

You: have a Husband in- Glory will never part with you ; ö 
V | an | 
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and where he is, there you muſt be with zim; when you have 
ſerved your Generations according to the Will of God, your 
Bodies fall aſleep, and your Souls return home. | 


— 


Thirdly, To give ſome Account of the Work of God's Grace 
on the Soul of the Deceaſed, as I have gathered up Paſſages, _ 

The Experience of God's Work upon the Soul of my 
DEAR WIFE follows, as I took up, like an Hijab's Man- 
tle, what hints had dropped from her ſelf in her Two laft 
Sickneſſes; and as I delivered the fame by Preaching, in her 
Funeral Sermon, at the Time and Place of her Interment, 
being in our Meeting-houſe at Cambridge, over her Grave, juſt 
under my Pulpit, on Febr. 3. 1703. 

I SHALL ſpeak ſomething upon this Head the more di- 
ſtinctly, not becauſe ſhe was my Wife; for henceforth know I her 2 Cor. 5. 
no more after the Fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; but becauſe the 
lay ſo much under the hidings of God's Face, and then had 
the Sun-ſhine of his Face at laſt. 

She had been under a Hopeful, begun Work of Grace upon 
her Soul divers Years, as appeared by the kindly meltings of 
Heart wrought in her frequently, under the Ordinances of 
our Lord Chriſt: Yet (as ſhe acknowledged unto me) that 
Work had met with very conſiderable Interruption, till the 
Former of her late Sickneſſes in September laſt. 1 i 

On Tueſday September 21. having lain near a Month confi- 
ned to her Bed in a very languiſhing Condition, ſhe deſparred 2 Cor. i. 
even of Life about 10 of the Clock that Night, crying out in 


the bitterneſs of her Soul; © Oh! to be going! to be going! 


and not to know whither I am going! 

At that time, being in ſo great an Agony, and ſuch Crying 
and Tears I could not perceive much Reliet adminiſtred to her 
Soul by any thing I ſpake ; but He who ſmote her had his 


con Time, and the Power in his Hands to heal her: She 


lay then under mighty Burdens of Sin, Temptation (] diſcer- 


ned); and the Thoughts of the Wrath to come lay hard upon her. T1.q , 


E N ver- 
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Nevertheleſs, the continued to have a clear fight of the 
Doctrine of Grace, but was attended with a prevalent Feeling 


of her own Inability to make any Self-application, crying out 
againſt her felf, Not to me, not to 1 f 7She confeſs'd to be 


fully perſwaded of the Power of God's Grace for others, but 


I perceiv'd at that time, felt none of the ſweetning Power of 
it for her Jl 

At the {a 
ror ſhe had lain under, after ſhe had heard me preach-Sermons 
about God's Soveraignty, and our Lord Chrif/s coming unto 
Judgment. And this fuck mightily upon her; Mill he come 


* ſo Terribly, (expreſſing what her Thoughts had been) then 
* what will become of me! Oh! What ſhall I do? Thus her 


Trouble was great. 

I told her then, I verily depended on it, the Lord himſelf, 
in his good Time, would give her Faith; and not only com- 
fort her, but comfort her with the ſame Doctrine wherewith 


he had ſtruck her Soul with Terror. And it came to paſs ac- 


cordingly, as ſhall be laid open afterwards. 
It 1s remarkable, that whilſt ſhe wanted the comfort of the 
Doctrine of Supreme Grace, (which ſo many quarrel: at) ſhe 


never was left in her Health or Sickneſs, to ſpeak a word 


againſt it: But ſhe expreſs'd, It was à great part of her 
* uneaſineſs that fhe could bow no more to God ! | 

She greatly bewailed © the Hardneſs of. her ſtony Heart in 
the ſight of God. For, in all other things in the fight of Man, 
the was look'd on to be as Tender-hearted, as any Woman 
known. 

She expreſſed frequently © 4 great deal of Trouble of Mind, 
becauſe ſbe was not brought to bow more to God's Soveraignty, 
* as ſbe would : For this lay often on her Spirit, a very fore 
Exerciſe :' It afflicted her, becauſe ſhe was ſo impatient, in- 
aſuuch as the Lord as yet had refuſed to ſmule upon her, to 
Her Satisfaction, on the Bed of Languiſbing. And this lay 

much upon her. It thould ſeem ſhe | felt] Impatience in her 
Soul, when we could not [diſcern] ſo much. of it in her 
Carriage. Well, 


—— 


me time ſhe did likewife acknowledge a ſecret Hor- 
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Well, upon after enquiries into the ſtate of her Soul, ſhe 


acknowledged to me, upon a ſpecial Queſtion put, That 
** the Lord had ſince refreſhed her Spirit, and gave her a little 
* Faith towards Chriſt, from that Promiſe in Exe. 36. 25, 
* 26, 27. 1 will ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſhall 


be clean. A new Heart alſo will I give you (for I mention 


no more of the words than in her own Experience ſhe uttered 
to me) © And I will take away the flony Heart out of your 
i Fleſh, and give you a Heart of Fleſh. And I will put my, 
* Sprrit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, and 
* ye ſhall keep my Tudgments and do them. All theſe words 


ſhe uttered with encouragement in her Soul, and a ſtrength - 


ning Emphaſis. 

And now, Brethren and Friends, (for I ſpeak to you in the 
Audience of the Multitude) : This is my Support touching 
the Deceaſed, that tho God hath taken away the Defire of 
nine Eyes with a Stroke, yet he had firſt by Soveraign Grace 
taken away the fry Heart, which was made her own Grief 
till taken away by His Spirit. 

However ſoon after, ſhe lay under New Clouds; (for the 
{tate of a Chriſtian in this Life is clear, and ſometimes dark; 


uncertain as to Frames, being up and down in this Life). 


Well, by and by, ſhe voluntarily brake forth into that In- 
ſtance of Manoah's Wife, Judges 13. 23. latter part — © If 


* the Lord were pleaſed to kill us — he would not have fhewed” 
us all theſe Things, nor would at this Time have told us ſuch- 


« Things as theſe. 


After this we all had Expectations and Encouragements, 
under ſome ſlow Revivings of her Body, that ſhe would get 


up again; which the Lord alſo brought about above a Quarter 
of a Year after, till ſhe was able to come forth (yet under 


remains of her Weakneſs) the laſt Lord's Days, in the Year 


paſt, hungring very much after the Word of Chriſt, and would 


not be perſwaded any longer to keep within. 
All the time of that viſible, flow Recovering (being very 
uneven in the State and Temper of her Body) ſhe was re- 


covering, 
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covering ſo in her Soul too; yet to my Apprehenſions and 
Joy was more drawn out in her Attendance upon —— 
er than ever I had diſcerned ; eſpecially whilſt I was confeſ- 
ſing any Branches of Chrift's Fulneſs, and the Spirit's work 
at the Bottom of all our Duties. And thus I have gone thro" 
her firft Sickneſs. ITE C 

In her laſt Sickneſs, which began January 17, and of which ! 
ſhe died on the 29th paſt, ſhe was very ſenſible (whilſt Senſes 
continued with her) © that all her early Convictions were be- 
e fore ſhe knew the Goſpel, and ſo were but General Religion, 
nas ſhe well diſtingui{h'd it, and fell ſhort of Saving. Under 
this Viſitation it was, ſhe uttered what an awful Thought the 
had of the Majeſty of God, urging that Place, Heb. 10. 31. |} 
<* It is 4 fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the Living God. 

Here again, ſhe deeply bewailed the Corruption of her Na- 
ture. | | 

Afterwa ſhe and I being in the Chamber together, with- 
E out more Company, I made further enquiries ©:5w God had 
| dealt now e her Soul: And here it was I perceived thro! | 
rich Gre) ſome of the Glory of that work 1 had been pati- 
ently waiting for, to be diſtilled from her Lips. 

And firſt (to the reviving of my ſorrowful Spirit) ſhe be- 
gan with 1 The//. 5. 9. © He hath not appointed us 10 Wrath, 
hut to obtain Saivatiom by our Lord feſus Chriſt, Then 

| backed the Profe lilo: of ter Hopes with £þh. I. 13. In | 
3 < whom aiſo after. that ve beiteved, ye were Scaled by that 
Holy Spirit of Promite Then ici) fweetly under God's + 
Soverazgnty. and with much Comfort cec.rcd that Paſſage in 
Fob, ( notwithſtanding her long Confincrnent before, and 
now one Sickneſs coming on another) Chap. 23. 14. For 
| he performeth the thing that is appointed for me. 
by Soon after ſhe met with Satan's buffetings, and complained 
ſhe yet knew not how to make a fixed Application of Chriſt 
| unto her ſelf. 
| | She continued thus with mournful and inceſſant Cries, Day 
and Night, a few Days before her Diſſolution; and before the | 
| 1 | Delirium 
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Delirium had at all ſeiz d het, beyging for Audience of God 


for his dear Son's ſake, and to be accepted of God only for 
Chriff's ſake. Thus the pleaded with God urgent). 
And here ſhe begg'd Manifeſtations of God's Love: For tho 
ſhe could not but own to God'sGrace) ſhe had had ſome Stiles; 
et, ſaid ſhe, © I was never before celled to die, oh ! never 
« before ! And therefore ordinary manifeſtations did not enough 
ce WL 
* thing it was to 10 and appear before G! 
1 ſoon obſerved, how in the long crying of her Soul to 
God, ſhe did it in the words of particular Application; fy 


ing ſome other Points; as that our Lord Chriſt's coming at 


FJudynent is deſctibed 10 terribly for divers Cauſes; and among 
others, that we might not be frighted from the Goſpel, nor 


tempted to flinch from Chriſt's Cauſe and Intereſt, under any 


terrible Appearances from Man, of Sufferings or Hardihips 


for his Names-ſake : And then, becaufe his Goſpel hath been 


fo much contenmed and hated by the Ungodly, who have 


ſometimes ſought to put a Terror upon its Profeſſion (while 


the fetting up of a new Profeſſion of Religion, under the 
— Terror of Man, is called the Gofpel) : Therefore let 
Chri 


come in Terror to ſhew whoſe Terror was biggeſt, 
and in Terrop to them to vindicate his moſt deſpiſed Truths, 
which deſpiſed Truths no Fleſh can be fav'd without: As 
alſo to take our Hearts off more from all things which this 
World afforded, and help us to look up to the Lord hitnfelf, 
who will give us Boldneſs 
whilſt diſcourſing thus, and ſetting up the Lord above all, 1 
perceived her Heart, as well as 7 own warmed, and that 
ä theſe 


por her (ſhe told me) when fhe conſidered what a great 
ng 
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in the Day of Fudgment. (Now | John 4." 
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| i .— -theſe Thoughts refreſh'd her Soul: Neither was the Day of 
| ö Judgment afterwards ſo diſcompoſingly terrible to her Ap- 


: 


F prehenſions ; eſpecially, when laying open to her, that the 
Day of Judgment would be quite another thing to them that 


Ifa. 45. 22. tO * lay hold on Chriſt. | 
' And bleſſed be God, who all along ſo helped her, as ſhe 
f 1. 22, did not, like Job's Wife, charge God fooliſhly : She never 


th 2. 10. murmured at God's Hand, but ſubſcribed to God's Juſtice, 
and in the midſt of long and often ſharp Pains, that made her 


I have felt leſs than I have deſerved, and am willing to en- 


| God to me. And ſhe had them ſoon ; For 
. One Day, a little before her Change, ſhe brake out of her 


Num. 23.19. own accord into theſe words, God is not a Man that he ſhould 


ie, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould repent. I prefently put 
the Queſtion, My Dear, what doſt mean ? Repent of what ? 
(apprehending ſhe felt more Terrors): Oh! ſays the, I mean 
ek. 36. 25, This, That he will never repent of his Promiſe, to ſprinkle 
26. clean Water upou me, and give me a new Heart, as he pro- 

* miſed me. el 
At another time ſhe cried out ſweetly, © Whom he loveth 

* he loveth to the end. 

She alſo longed (if it were the Lord's will) © ſhe jnight 
al. 66; 16. C get up and declare in Zion, what God had done for her Soul: 


Fr. 31. 12. But ſhe is gone into the height of Zion to declare above. 


Here ſhe often urged that Heb. 13. 20. The God of Peace 
* that brought again from the dead our Lord Feſus, that great 
* Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the Everlaſt- 


IL ing Covenant, make you perfect in every good work, to do 
f « his Will, &c. verſ. 21. 5 


And here ſhe delighted to be „ging ſome Fragments in 
One or Two, and ſometimes a Third of Barton's Verſion of 


_ 
Dia vids Palms with a ſmiling Cour :cnance, and full of ſecret 


Joy, as was obſerved : For Inſtances, 
| Plat, 


Aatth.11.29 had been made weary and heavy laden here, and been helped 


cry out as if the had been in Travail, ſhe expreſſed to me, 


| dure more, if I may but have manifeſtations of the Love of 
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” Pal. 63. 1. 05 God, ny God, The ſeek to thee, 
| wit h early care and haſte,  . 
Pal. 118, 18. The Lord indeed that chaſtened me, 4 
hath chaſtened me fore : | 
Ter hath he not abandon d me, 
N Death, when at Death's door. 


And this ſhe expreſſed a8 A Poor dying Creature, ſitting on 
the ſhores of Eternity, and waiting for a ſafe Paſſage over, in 
the Hands of Tender Love. Sometimes ſhe inſiſted. on 


Pſal. 23. 1. My Shepherd is the Lord moſt High, 
| I ſhall be well ſupply d: 
Ver. 2. In paſtures green he makes me lie, 
by filent water's ſide. 

1 Ver. 3. He doth reſtore m x Soul that. ſtrayes 8 

| And then he leads ne on © 
| To wall in his moſt Righteous ways, 

or his Names ſake alone. 

Ver. 4. Tea, though through Death's darkVale I go, 
yet will I fear j pl | 

Thy Rod and Staff port me ſo, 
| And thou art By me ue fil 


Theſe Confolodions and Praiſes ſhe inſiſted on, till God took 
away her Underſtanding, and more perfect Senſes, thro the 
Pain and violent Diſtemper which lay near a Fortmight i in her 

Head; an irreſiſtible Malady which could never be removed, 
notwithſtanding the moſt Remedial Applications of an honeſt - 
and cautions Phyſician, and a diligent Apothecary, who both 
laboured hard to ſave her. Life. 

| Nevertheleſs, the laſt day of her Abode in the Fleſh, ſhe- 
did for a Quarter of an How recover her perfect Senſes and 
Strength, and with a clear apprehenſion of God's Grace, and 
a free Deſire to utter it. Her words now were. all ſatisfying I % 
upon the Point of Self- Application ( where ſhe — ſtuck: ſo: © 
long in Bondage formerly). OH ſays he, tis diſt ng Grace 4 
tome! tome! he hath fingled me out fron a Klin I And : 

other 
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Comfort of that Doctrine ſeal d upon her Heart, which before 
ſhe found ſo much Terror under: N 


God's Work upon her Soul from beginning to end but percei- 


ready in God's Grace diſpenſed towards her, and withal obſer- 
ving ſome intimat ions of her Delirium in a few Minutes after 


her thoroughly ; and that notwithſtanding the. Delirous Frame 
ſhe relapſed into after this, till Eleven that Night;and then in a 
| Moment ſhe ſunk down. in Silence, and paſſed thro” a ſweet 
| . t,, an eafie Death, and into a ſweeter Countenance than 
| - ſhe had had in all Sickneſs, or than ever I beheld in Any paſſing 
Pfal. 23. 4: thro the ſhadbw of Death; atid beſides, not uttering a Groan 
or Sigh to the Ear of as nice a liſtening as 1 ever gave to the 
Voice or Motions of a Creature; but immediately went off 
1 Theſl.4.14. and /lept in Feſus: Het precious Soul having been kiſſed out 
of her Body, às the Hebrew Plirafe { which the Holy Ghoſt 
uſeth of the Death of Moſes) alloweth mie to ſpeak, Deut. 34. 9. 
* Since the WW dy p And he died upon the Mouth,” as well as by 
Preaching of the Word of the Lord: And ſo we commit her Body to the 
zhic Sermon, Earth, and leave it in the Grave till the Reſurrection of the 
by one of the Fuſt and Unjuſt, Acts 24. 137 77! NV. n | 
Anditors hw bike A O 20011591 9D 18] £1942 3 n | £7 bbs + 
thereof in the Univerſity, that the he hath owned my pronouncing of this Hebrew Paſſage 
to be right (1 ſuppoſe he meant in relation to the diſtinit way of rr the x, for 1 thi 
| | of no other difficulty in pronouncing there): Teſ hath lang Hd at t Con ruCtion of Moſes's dy- 
I} ing upon the Mouth of the Lord; I will only refer thut Oriental Critiek to n Fuſtificati- 
ons of the propyriety of EnglifÞing the ſumt Hebxew Phraſe as 1 had done it; the one is, the 
Teftimony of Arias Montaruis in the Interlineary Bibles, . who tranſlates it, ſuper os Domini. 
And the other is their 555. D. Gauen, who wrote the Tears, Sighs and Complaints of the 
Church of Eiland, printed in the Tear 1659, bis wordt untd ni preſent Occaſion are theſe, 
Hen Gel rakes their Souls to bim, 41 be did Moſes's with 4 Kiſs, as fome Rabins inter 


| | © the Lord. (Dy. afterwards Bp) Gauden's Serinon preached at t 
; 8 Buhop of æceſtex, on 2 Kings 2.12. p30 


THE END: 


— Oo — — — 


w © 
# {| 


. 
— — —_ - — — 


ot her words of a like Import. And thus the had the abſolute . 


Here ſhe would pla have entred upon a Narrative of 
ving her great weakneſs of Body, and being full y ſatisfied al- 
returning, I interrupted her, and perſwaded her to compoſe to N 


Reſt; and fo it ended. I am filled in my. own Soul with abun- 
_ dant Satisfaction, that God had wrought his gdod Work upon 


- __— 4 * 


BR nn © bo Maſe 4b Rhee os Doming + the witd.y. & upon the Mouth of 
the Lord. Ch. farmers JE I . he Funeral of Dr. Bruun 
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